
1-207-626-3039
www.all-season.com

Call for a Free Estimate

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 30 yrs
Trusted for 30 years

EXTERIOR HOME RENOVATIONS
Standing Seam Metal Roofing • Vinyl Siding and Windows

• Garages • Decks • Additions • Asphalt Roofing
                                

AMERICAN GLASS AMERICAN GLASS v PAPERS PAPERS
PORTABLE DEVICES PORTABLE DEVICES v IV:XX GEAR IV:XX GEAR

VINTAGE ITEMSVINTAGE ITEMS

95 Main Street (Waterfront Side) Damariscotta, ME

MON - SAT, 11 - 5:30PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

www.seasmokeshop.com

 

BREAKFAST 

LUNCH 

ESPRESSO 
MUFFINS 

PRODUCE 
MEATS 

BEER 
BULK 
DAIRY   

SANDWICHES 

OPEN TO ALL, EVERYDAY 
750-754 MAIN ST, ROCKLAND 
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WE CAN CHANGE 
WATCH BATTERIES & 
WATCH STRAPS 
WHILE  YOU  WAIT!
George Holmes, Jeweler, Inc.
376 Main St. • Downtown Rockland • 207-594-4552
Hours 10am-4pm   Proud Jeweler since 1981

It Doesn’t Hurt to Look
WARREN DENTAL

at the junction of U.S. 1 & Rte. 97 • Warren

Call for A Free Consultation
273-2835

SEPTEMBER 1-6, 2021
SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 20 • CLOSED SUNDAYSSEE OUR AD ON PAGE 20 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

280 Atlantic Highway (Rte. 1), Waldoboro
Call or Text 207-832-6363 • Mon. - Sat. 9-5:30 • www.dowfurniture.com

Midcoast Maine’s Largest Local Furniture and Mattress Store!

Shop online for instore pick up
www.elspear.com
10 Payne Ave, Rockland      
594-4331
Open M-F 7-5 Saturday 8-2PM

Buy local. 
Build better.

   Thank you  
for celebrating our 

             20th season with us! 
     207.596.0770 
           2 Main Street                We are now closed for the season. 
               Rockland                      Reservations open April 1st for  
                                                          our re-opening in May! 

 

closed for the seasonclosed for the season

primorestaurant.com

Walk-Ins & ReservationsWalk-Ins & Reservations
WelcomeWelcome

Now Open Wednesday - MondayNow Open Wednesday - Monday

0km Sunday Pop-up
Weather Permitting

$1 Oysters  •  3-7pm Live Music
call or email: info@primorestaurant.com

Our Lobby Is Open!

rocklandsavingsbank.com

LOBBY
Mon-Thurs 8-4

Friday 8-5

DRIVE THRU
Mon-Thurs 8-4

Friday 8-5, Sat 8-12
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Arctic Warming and
Maine Webinar

— SEE PAGE 6

Sketches 
from Camp

— SEE PAGE 19

A New Biography 
of Robert Indiana

— SEE CHRISTOPHER CROSMAN, PAGE 12

Targeting Maine’s
Outspoken Prisoners

— SEE JORDAN ANDREWS, PAGE 4

In this issue... 

Maine’s Few 
Peregrine 
Pairs
— DON REIMER, PAGE 18

Education
Opportunities Fall2021

— SEE PAGES 7-10

Scene from a 2018 production of Michael Gorman’s “Chasing the New White Whale” in New York City  PHOTO: CARLOS CARDONA

No Way Out but Through Art
by Ethan AndrewsIn the auditorium of Lincoln Street Center

last week, playwright and director Michael
Gorman was coaching actors Rob Porter and
Robbie Carroll through a scene from his play
“Never Leaving This Boat,” which will be
performed on a new outdoor stage at the Steel
House in Rockland September 11 and 12.

The titular boat, a weathered dingy left
behind by a former student of The Appren-
ticeshop, was propped at the front of the stage.
Behind it, Carroll, in the role of an excitable
deckhand known as Billy the Crab, told
Porter’s character, Ray, about a large halibut

a local fisherman had just landed. He mimed
stabbing the massive fish with a harpoon.

Soon the scene took a turn with Billy
vaguely referring to something the fishermen
have to deal with, something “bigger than us.”
Ray bristled, daring Billy to say it. “Deal with
what, man!”

“Never Leaving This Boat” is the latest
iteration of Gorman’s ongoing project,
“Chasing the New White Whale—Harpoon-
ing Addiction,” a series of plays that uses
“Moby Dick” as a framework for talking
about the problem of opiate addiction in the
commercial fishing community, and their

attempts, or not, to deal with it.
Gorman lost his older brother Kevin, a

commercial fisherman out of Vinalhaven, to
a heroin overdose in 1998. Since then he’s
been exploring the parallels between drug
addiction and Melville’s classic novel of
obsession through his theater collective, The
Forty Hour Club. His role, as he sees it, is
part Ahab, the obsessive monomanic, and
part Ishmael, the one who lives to tell the tale.

Over two decades, Gorman wrote and
staged the component plays of his trilogy
“Chasing the New White Whale” in venues

NEW WHITE WHALE continues page 13

Forty Hour Club Aims to Harpoon the White Whale of Addiction



An interview with phantoms and fishermen
During a break in rehearsal, actors Rob Porter and 

Robbie Carroll talked about their roles in “Never Leav-
ing This Boat,” and how they got involved in the show.

Rob Porter (Ray): I play a fisherman whose boat crashed,
and now he’s shoveling fish on the docks for the other fish-
ermen coming in. In order to supplement my income, I’m
also dealing drugs. And I’m also, excuse my language, I’m
pretty f— up in the head. I got a lot of delusions going on
that I’d like to be in control. 

Ray is also an aspiring filmmaker.
Everything that’s happening in this town is because of

me, I’m writing this script in my head, and I’m looking
for talent wherever I go. So the drug dealing’s a side thing,
my main thing is creating a movie, a tragedy that people are
gonna look at and, and someday hopefully come to me and
say, awesome job, Ray.

Porter was first introduced to acting in 2012 when a rep-
resentative of the Belfast Maskers put on a reading at the
re-entry center in Belfast. Porter was a resident of the facil-
ity and had been in and out of prison for close to 30 years
on convictions related to his cocaine addiction. When he
was released, he was invited to audition for “Brigadoon”
and ultimately cast in a lead role. Since then, he has been
in a dozen or so Maskers shows. He met Gorman and Daly
through the Waldo County Recovery Committee, where The
Forty Hour Club did an abridged performance of “Never
Leaving This Boat.” In the production, he was cast as a
phantom — an anonymous dock worker.

Michael Gorman (director): He was gonna be a phantom in
this. The thing we did in Belfast was 20 minutes or so; this is a
full production, so being a phantom was still gonna be a much
bigger thing. But he approached me and said, I’d love to be the
phantomin it, but I’d really like to takeashotatRay. Ihadother
peopleinmindwhohadapproachedmefromNewYorkanddif-
ferent places, because Ray is a great role. But he came in and he
wasawesome,and I just starting thinking,youknow, there’s an
authenticitytoworkingwithpeoplelikeRobversusjustColum-
bia University actors with master’s degrees, or whatever.

Robbie Carroll, the younger of the two actors by a couple

decades, described acting as a lifelong pursuit, though one
he’d let slide recently. He was encouraged by his high school
sailing coach to audition for “Never Leaving This Boat.”

Carroll: When he told me the story, I was very intrigued.
I’m playing Billy the Crab. People refer to him as the crab
because he moves like a crab does. (He demonstrates. Sit-
ting down on the floor then popping up into the four-legged
crab position — hands in back, feet in front — and scut-
tling frenetically around the auditorium floor.)

Gorman: There’s a song in the show and a vaudville sort
of routine called Billy the Crab. And there’s a line that’s
like, “Does he really do that?” (Answer: he does)

FP: Do your characters correspond to characters in
“Moby Dick”? Like, are you Queequeg or … ?

Carroll (turning to Gorman): That was my question, am I
Queequeg?

Gorman: No, these are actually two of the characters who
are just strictly contemporary characters. 

FP: Have you read “Moby Dick”?
Carroll: I think [I did, but] it was the abridged version. 
Porter: If I read it as a high school student, I really can’t

remember. There was too much dope going on. But I might
actually get the audio book and listen to it.

in Maine and beyond, including the venerable New York City
experimental theater La Mama, where he held a residency.

About three years ago, Gorman partnered with Donna
Daly, the founding director of the Strand Theatre. As the
core of Forty Hour Club, they work with a wide network of
collaborators to realize the productions.

For the upcoming performances of “Never Leaving This
Boat,” they are building a stage at the water’s edge behind
The Forty Hour Club’s office in The Steel House, for the
natural backdrop of a commercial fishing port. The show,
which is subtitled “fragments of a blues opera,” will feature
a live band performing songs by four composers.

In the early days of his theater career, Gorman said he was
reluctant to have his work viewed as “issue plays,” poten-
tially limited to a narrow audience of people interested in

addiction. But the plays were well-received and attracted
strong interest from the recovery community, a demograph-
ic he had hoped to reach.

He also realized art could do something that other social
programs couldn’t. 

“It’s kind of the only thing that can really open up or break
down the walls. The other approaches are so bureaucratic.
You’ll have a panel or a summit, a bunch of leaders trying
to figure out what to do with it, but it just doesn’t connect
with the community.”

FortyHourClubhasdoneseveral readingsandabridgedshows
in the midcoast, but “Never Leaving This Boat” will be the
first full-scaleperformance,andwhatGormanandDalyarecon-
sidering an official debut for Forty Hour Club in Rockland.

Next year, they hope to bring production to New Bedford,
Massachusetts,where Herman Melville first signed aboard
a whaling boat as a young man and still a major fishing port.
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Michael Gorman, left, directs Robbie Carroll during a rehearsal of “Never Leaving This Boat.” PHOTO: ETHAN ANDREWS

Scene from a 2018 production of Michael Gorman’s
“Chasing the New White Whale” in New York City
PHOTO: CARLOS CARDONA

PHOTO: CARLOS CARDONA

Ask Allen about 
insurance for your 
home & auto.
We’re your trusted local insurance professionals.

Your insurance person:
Leann McKusic
AllenIF.com/personal  |  (207) 236-4311

O!  ces in Rockland, Camden, Belfast, Southwest Harbor and Waterville.

Saturday, September 4th, 9am
Kid’s Race, Youth Duathlon, Sprint Triathlon,
Olympic Triathlon, Olympic Relay Triathlon,
5K Run/Walk 

Megunticook Race
Festival

Barrett’s Cove Public Beach
104 Beaucaire Ave Camden, ME

Proceeds support Penobscot Bay YMCA & One Community Many Voices
FMI & Register - megunticookracefestival.racewire.com


